EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



ANNUAL REPORT of tlie Commissiokisrs of Edooation in Irelmd, 
for the Year 1860-61. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK 
EARL OF CARLISLE, k.g., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR 
OP IRELAND, &c. 4c. &c. 



W E, “ the Cominissioners of Education in Ireland,” constituted and appointed 
’by an Act passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King George the Third, beg leave, in fulfilment of the duty imposed on us 
by the said Act of Parliament, to make a General Report of the Proceedings of 
ttiG Board since their last Report. 

The general proceedings of the Board, -which, to a considci-able extent, must 
each year be somewhat similar, may be considered as of a three-fold character; 
viz., as regards the insti-uction afforded in the Schools ; the sustentation, improve- 
ment and enlargement of the School Premises, and the management of the Estates 
and Funds -which constitute the respective endowments. 

In reference to the course of instruction in the Royal Schools (which are those 
under our more immediate control), we beg to report to your Excellency that, 
with the assistance and advice of cei-tain Fellows of Trinity College (our right to 
do so being in this case undisputed), -ive have prescribed as a qualification for 
the competitive examination for the Royal Scholarships founded by us, an exten- 
sive course of study in English Litei-ature, as well as in Science and Modem 
Languages, in addition to the former requirements, which were more confined to 
Classical Studies. And we beg respectfully to attach to this Report a copy of 
our Rules upon this subject : this new' curriculum is now in operation, and has 
met with the marked approbation of the Masters of those Schools to which the 
Royal Scholarships are attached. And although at the competitive examination ■ 
held by parties specially appointed for that purpose all cannot succeed in obtain- 
ing the prizes, we are of opinion that the unsuccessful candidates will derive 
much advantage from the necessary study, and that the benefit of this new and- 
more extensive course of education may have an improving effect on the 
general body of pupils attending these Schools. 

Of the Royal Scholars there ai'c now 30 on our books, receiving from ns, by 
half-yearly payments, various sums, the highest in amount being 50 I. per annum. 
And we beg to state that tltese Scholarships, which, generally, are tenable for 
aav. A fit's 
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five yoara, bccomo forfoitod unless tlio liolders of them shall, in oacli year of 
their collogtato course, obtain a number of honours, scientific or classieai, pro- 
scribed by us. A stimulus for continuous exertion being thus added to that 
successful competition which, in the first iustauco, won these much-valued dis- 
tiuctions. 



Tlie Priat's gnmtetl By us at Raplioc Royiil Scliool liaviiig boun fouiul to work 
beneficially, liave been continued to tbo pupils of that Scliool. 

The returns periodically fumishod to us by the Masters of tlioHo Endowed 
Schools, -which are not so directly unclor our control as the Royal Schools, show 
that in them also a more extended course of general education can lie obtained 
at present than was formerly the case, when the course of iiistmctioii was 
almost confined to a knowledge of the Greek and Latin Classics and Ancient 
History. 

The number of pupils returned to us as in attendance at the different Schools, 
docs not show a material Yariation, such 2S to call for any special Report from 
us to youi- Excellency. 

At Enniskillen Royal School-house the very extensive alterations and additions 
undertaken by us, as alluded to in former Reports, have been completely carried 
out, and the School is in full operation, and largely attoudod. It is satisfactory 
to us to be able to report to your Excellency, that (chiefly by thfj exertions of 
a member of this Board), we have, after much negotiation, been euahled to 
terminate by an amicable an-angemeut, the legal proceedings, which we felt 
ourselves coerced to caiTy on for the protection of the School Premises Irom a 
trespass which, it was reported to us, woidd have a most injurious operiition on 
the welfare of this School. 

At Dungannon Royal School-house the extensive alterations and improve- 
ments undertaken by us, as heretofore reported to your Excellency, have been 
completed to the satisfaction of our Architect, and the accounts of the contractors 
have been fully discharged. 

And we have fm-thcr to bring under your Excellency’s notice, that, at the very 
urgent solicitation of the Master of this School (who has frequently reported to 
us that, for "want of still more extended accommodation, he had on several 
occasions been obliged to refuse to accept pupils), wc have approved of 
certain new buildings and alterations of the School Premises, according to plans 
and specifications prepared by our Architect, at the suggestion of the Master; 
and tliat, as we have at present within our control no funds applicable to this 
purpose, the Master has undertaken to advance out of his private resources the 
amount necessary to fully carry out these works, on the understanding that this 
Board shall, from time to time, and as their funds may permit, repay to him 
the amount which it shall appear, by^cei*tificate of the Architect, shall have been 
expended by him in conformity with the plans and estimates approved of by us. 
And we may add, that we are of opinion that these additions, alterations, and 
imiirovements are likely to be very advantageous to this Establishment. 

The other School Establishments generally have, as far as our funds will 
permit, been kept in a substantial and satisfactory state of repair. 

The 
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The condition of the School Estates, although occupying much of our time 
and attention, does not at present exhibit any material alteration, calling for a 
special report to your Excellency. 

The general state of the Diocesan Schools and School-houses, we regret to 
bo obliged to report to your Excellency, continues in the same unsatisfactory 
position as has been so frequently submitted to the notice of the Government in 
our Annual Reports, 



As regards Limerick District Diocesan School, we beg to report to your 
Excellency, that, in consequence of representations laid before us of the inefficient 
condition of this School, and the prolonged absence of the Master from the 
scene of his duties, we ordered that a visitation should take place, summoning 
the Master to appear before us ; and that on the day appointed for the visitation 
the Master’s resignation of his office was received by us, and duly for\varcled 
to Government, the right to appoint his successor being vested in your 
Excellency. 



All which we most respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 



(signed) MAZIERE BRADY, C. (l.s.) 

JOSEPH H. MEATH. (l.s.) 

F. BLACKBURNE. (l.s.) 

RICHARD MACDONNELL, Prov. T. C. D. (x.s.) 
ROBERT SHAW, Bart. (l.s.) 

WILLIAM GIBSON. (l.s.) 

ACHESON LYLE. (l.s.) 

J. G. PORTER. (l.s.) 



18 Juno 1861. 



PFm. Cotter KyUy ll.d., k.r.i.a., 

Secretary. 
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UuGULATiOKS of the “ Commissioners of Eduoatioii in Ireland,” as to the Royal Scholars. 

“The Commissioners of Education in Ireland” have (bunded ao exhibitions, callod 
“ Royal Scholarships,” for studeirts who sliall enter Trinity College from the [{oyal Schools 
of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, or Cavan, viv-, five Scholarships of SO /. per annum 
each for Armagh School ; am! five of 50 /. per annum, and five of ao /. per annmn fur eacli 
of the Schools of Dungannon and Enniskillen; and five of 25/. per aimuui for Cavan 
School. 

These Scholarships can be obtained by such students only as have been at least tinea 
yeai-a in all, previous to their entrance into Tiinity College, pupils in some one or otlier of 
the Royal Schools. It is not, however, hereby intendeii to prevent pupils from moving from 
one of them to another ; but the Scholarships founded for the respective Schools of Armagh, 
Dungannon, Enniskillen, and Cavan, can be obtained only by students who have entered 
tlie University from the Schools for which such Scholarships have been founded. 

The Scholarships to be tenable for five years from the time of their being obtained, sub- 
ject to certain conditions hereafter mentioned. 

The Provost and Senior Fellows have signified their willingness to appoint Examiners in 
each year, to examine on the first convenient day after the November entrance, such 
students as shall have entered from the said (bur Royal Schools, and shall offer themselves 
us candidates for these Scholarships. 

In 18C1 the examination will be in the course recently prescribed for entrance into 
T. C. D. (omitting Virgil’s iEueid, Xenophon, and Lucian) — In Stunford’s Selections from 
Plato — and in passages taken from such Greek and Latin autliors as are not parts of the 
T. C. D. entrance course. 

In translating French into English. 

In Modern Geography. 

In such a knowledge of English Literature, and the history of English Literature, as may 
be derived from the first six books of Milton’s Paradise Lost, Johnson's Live.s of Milton, 
Di yden, Addison, Swift, and Pope, and two of Shakespeare’s plays, viz. — Richard HI. and 
Coriolanus. 

In History- 

Ancient— Genesis; Exodus, ch. i. XX. inch ; the historical part of Numbers; the 
Book of Joshua ; I. Sam. ; II. Sam. ; I. 2t II. Kings. 

Grecian — William Smith’s. 

Roman — Liddell’s smaller History of Rome. 

English — Students Hume’s History. 

In Science — 

Euclid — Books, I., II., III., VI., excluding ail deducibles. 

Algebra — to the end of Quadratic Equations, excluding the theory of Equations. 

Arithmetic — as in the T. C. D. entrance course. 

J^oie . — The course of examination for Royal Scholarships will be from time to time 
varied by the Commissioners. 

The examination will be carried on mainly by means of written papers, and in addition to 
tlie examination by papers in the various authors, each Examiner may, at his discretion, 
examine the candidate vivd voce in one author. 

The examination in History and Geography will be viva voce. 

The proficiency of the candidates in Greek, Latin, and English Composition will be 
particularly inquired into ; and also their knowledge of the rules of Greek and Latin Versifi- 
cation, with their skill in making verses in both languages. Especial attention will be paid 
to the examination in Ancient and Modern History and Geography. 

No Fellow Commoner can be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship. 

No Pensioner shall be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship, who shall not 
have remained at one of the Royal Schools, to which the Scholarships are attached, till tiie 
October or November entrance examination inT. C. D. immediately preceding the examina- 
tion for Royal Scholarships at which he may be a candidate. 

No 
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No Simr bIwH be admitteJ as a candidate, wlio sball not have remained at snob Royal 
School till the Siz.iwhip entrance esauiiuation immediately preceiJing the examination for 



Scnool till me crz.n-smp - — -s. 

Royal Scholarships ut which he may be a candidaie. 



.VOyUl — 

No student who shall have attained twenty years of age shall be permitted to become a 
candidate for a Royal Scholarship. The age of the candidate must be proved to the satis- 
faction of the schoohiiastor. 

No student Bhali be elected a Royal Scholar unless he shall have previously to the exami- 
nation for Roval Scholarship?, lodged with the Seeretaiy of the Board, a certificate signed 
hv the master of the Royal School from which he shall have entered T. C. D., certifying 
flmt such Lndidate is duly qualiSed according lo the above-stated rules of the Comuiis- 
sionei'S. 

The c-mdidales from each School will be examined togetlier, and a return made to the 
Commissioners of li.eir positive merit; an.l also an armnaement of the candidates according 
to tlieir answering, without any distinction of Schools ; tile Commiasiouers reserTOg to them- 
selves the power of suspending or dimmishmg one or more Scholarships, if snflicient merit 
has not been shown. 

In oases of equality of merit in all other respects, the poverty of a candidate will be taken 
into considerat?on. A student who has once been a candidate cannot be eligible on a 
subsequent occasion. 

Students when appointed to these Scholarships may retail, them for five years from 
the time of tlreir electioi. ; provided that, proceeding regularly with their respective 
1 “ 4 i .r nlyfain in cacli vcar of tlicir under-gi-aduate course one honour of the first 

classes, ^ ,ank. The election itself to one of these Scholar- 

ranlv, or two ho eouivalent to one honour of tlie second rank, obtained in the Junior 

^ips 'eckone ^ Sophister year ; 

Tnd au UnTirsity Scholarship, In whatever year obtained, as equivalent to an honour of the 
first rank at ihe tenu examinaiioii in tliat year. 

A Roval Scholarship shall became forfeited by the holder of it incurring anjr heavy 
u • ^Ln^nvrsueh as public admoniiion, or rustication ; or when all the examinations 
collegiate censme, s .vUivnut Ids ha\iiig obtained in that year one honour of the first 

as equivalent to these honours. 

The exhibitions become doe h.lf-ye.8y .lx on the « 

^r^rtot' at tasfo.;: ifo^Lr^fte reemrd laok'' A half-yearly payn.ent 
preceding part of ihat provided an honour bos been obtained in the 

held over m May, Xthe be made in November to such students 

mem, lime ; S' t fm aLlf-vear’. payment, and shall have, between the 

I^SSrdtf all the-reqaisifesfor the wtole year. 

In cases where very ScSrlhips" forthrsaSe^s'chool remain 

by studenm holding 

LXlt'frem ^e^rstmguishe’d stadenis. for an increase ol then stipend. 



cow a T,.;nitv Colleie Dublin, adopted in compliance with the 
RnaoiuTlon »f "J'nVJcommissionL of Education in Ireland. 

Uesofeeei, -That the Scholars "UPa'a'^ *ivm raps, aSmSheirna^^ be inserted 

ofEdueation in Ireland," urS 1 ” 

SLtr?S,gSra'de" 



Middleton School. 

■•The Commissioners of shaU. s^iAjcririhe^ rules mescribed for 

30 1. and one of -20 L, to ■’’''Xb' n„X«ege Dublin, from Middleton School ; and 
the Royal Schools, have J"' '\7Bme course as the candidate for the Royal 

having been examined along Examiners as deserving caudidales. 

Schoilrships. shall be recommended by the bxam 

TFiZZtom Co«c?* ,Sy?e, LL.D., 

Secretary to “ ibe Commissioners of Education lu Ireland. 

8, Gare-street, 1 December 1860. 
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